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The Biſhop of London's 


PASTORAL LETTER 


To zhe People of his Dioceſe 


By way of Caution againſt LUKEWARM- 


NESS on one hand, and ENTHUSIASM 


on the other. 


dreſſed to you ſome Years ſince, 


were deſigned to eſtabliſh you 


bh a BEG Belief of the Chriſtian Revela- 


tion ; againſt an uncommon Diligence and 
Endeavour, at that Time, to lead you 
into Infidelity. 

At preſent, what I have to fy to you, 


relates chiefly to Practice, and concerns 
thoſe only who believe and profeſs the 


_ Chriſtian Religion ; but who, miſtaking 


the true Nature and Dejign of it, are apt 
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related chiefly to Principle, and 
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to fall into the Extreams of Lukewarmneſ; 
on one hand, or Enthufaſm on the other. 


And both theſe Miſtakes being greatly 


p:<judicial to Religion, and dangerous to 
the Souls of Men ; I may well be juſtified, 
and eſpecially at h;s Time, in a well- 
meant Endeavour to preſerve you from 


both ; by ſetting before you the great 


Evil of each, and letting you ſee, that 


[ 


true Chriſtianity lies in the middle Way 


between them. 


Py 


Caution ,againſt LUEEWARMNESS. 


Y Lukewarmneſs, I mean an Opinion 
and Perſwaſion, that if Men go to 


Church as others do, and give the com- 
mon Attention to the Buſineſs of their 
Stations, and keep themſelves from Sins 
of a groſs and .notorious Nature, and are 


no way hurtful or injurious to their Neigh- 


| bours; they are as good Chriſtians as they 
need be. By theſe, they reckon their Sal- 


vation ſufficiently provided for ; without 


any Endeavour to grow better, and with- 
out examining their Hearts upon what 
Muotives and Aims they act; Whether 
the Evil they abſtain from, and the Good 
they do, be owing to a Senſe of Dory 4 
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God, and a View to a future Reward in 
the net Ia or only to the Fear of 
Man and the avoiding of Shame and 
Reproach in this: Whether, in attend- 
ing to the Buſineſs of their Station, they 


act under a Senſe of Duty to God who 
has plac'd them in it, or have no higher 
Motive or Aim, than the carrying on their 
worldly Views: Whether they are, on 
all Occaſions, as ready to help their Neigh- 
| bours, as they are fearful to hurt them; 
and neither covet any Thing they enjoy, 


nor envy them the Enjoyment of it: 


Whether they find any Degree of Delight 
in attending the publick Worſhip of God, 


and endeavour beforehand to put n 


Hearts into a proper Frame for Attention 
and Edification; “ Whether they ſatisfy 
themſelves, that they have a real Reliſb of 
Devotion, by praying in Private, as well as 
in Public: And, * Whether at the ſame 


1 that they abſtain from the Sins of 


oe and more heinous Nature em- 


bees they ſhew a ſerious Diſlike of them 
in others, and find an inward Concern at 
the Diſhonour that is done to God and his 


Laws. 


By theſe Teſts, every one may jadee 


of the Progreſs he has made in the Chri- 


ſtian Life; and if he find none of thoſe 


Things 
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Things within him, but that he has hi- 
therto contented himſelf with a bare bo- 
_ dily Attendance upon the publick Worſhip 
of God, and following his daily Employ- 


ment on other Days, and with abſtaining 
from the more groſs and notorious Acts of 
Sin, and from doing any Hurt or Injury 


to his Neighbour, and has reſted finally 


upon theſe, as the hole that Chriſtianity 


requires of him; ſuch an one is to con- 


clude himſelf to be as yet in a very imper- 


ect State, or, in other Words, in the Num- 


ber of the Lukewarm, A State, that is 
the more dangerous to the Souls of Men, 
as it is uſually accompanied with a Per- 


ſwaſion that they are as good as they need 
be, and, under that Perſwaſion, are not 
like to think of growing better. And 
there is the greater Danger of their being 


led to think too favourably of their Con- 
dition, in an Age which affords them ſo 


many Examples of open and 'nctorious Wick- 
edi g of all Kinds, and of a total Neglect 
of tie publick Worſhip of God; with 
whom they are more willing to compare 
themſelves (thanking God, that they are 
not lite other Men, ) than with thoſe about 

chem, who have made a greater Profici- 
ency in the Chriſtian Life than they have 


done. Whereas, in Truth, neither the 


one nor the other ought to be the Rule 


(9) © 
of judging of our ſpiritual Condition. 
The only Rule of that Judgment is, the 
Holy Scripture; and eſpecially, the State 
of Chriſtianity, as laid down by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, and delivered to us in 
the Writings of the New Teſtament; in 
which the Life of a Chriſtian, in every 
Part of it, is deſcribed in ſo plain and 
clear a Manner, that none who reſolve 
to make it their Rule of judging, can 
poſſibly believe, that the luke warm State 
as deſcribed above, is that Meaſure of 
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Goodneſs, which the Chriſtian Religion ; 
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And that none of you may reſt in that bl 
lulewarm State, but every one may re- it 
ſolve to proceed forward to a State that I 


is truly religious, 
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1. That a perſonal Preſence in the JHA 
Church, without Attention and Devo- _—_— 
tion, is not an Act of Religion, nor ſuch J 
a Diſcharge of Duty as is at all pleaſing (1 I! 
to God. It is rather an Offence to him, HM 
and juſtly accounted an hypocritical Ser- ||| 11 
vice, to draw nigh to him with your Lips, | 1 
when your Heart is far from him. on 
the contrary, the repairing to the Place ot 
WWW 1 


cence in the Station wherein 
dence hath placed you, and a diligent At- 
tiendance on the Duties belonging to it as 
appointed by him, is in the ſtricteſi Senſe 

THE SERVING OF GOD. This is what the 

| Scripture means, when it directs the ſe- 
veral Offices of Life to be performed as 

Col. 3-23: fo the Lord and not unto Men. If the 


( 10 ) 5 
of publick Worſhip out of a Senſe of 
Duty, and joyning ſeriouſly with the Con- 
gregation in the Prayers and Praiſes of the 


Church, and attending carefully to the In- 


ſtructions which are there deliver'd, is not 
only the Performance of a Service accepta- 
ble to God, but moreover it imprints upon 


the Mind an habitual Senſe of Religion ; 


and this, the more laſting, if it be kept 


alive, as it ought to be, "by the Practice 
of Devotion in private. And doubt not, 


but a ferious and regular Attendance upon 
the Ordinances of God, will be bleſs'd by 
him with ſuch Supplies of Grace and 
Strength, as he ſees needful for you; tho 
you are not ſenſible, at what Times, and in 
what Manner, they are convey'd. _ 
2. That the ſeveral Stations in Life, 
together with the Duties belonging to 
them, are to be conſidered as God's Ap- 
pointment ; and that a — Arcquieſ- 

is Provi- 


Work be done 'only to & ads Men, or 
+ from 


(11 ) 
from a Fear of their Diſpleaſure, no Ser- 
vice is done to God, nor any Reward to 
be expected from him. But, on the other 
Hand, the doing it out of Regard to God, 
andin a dutiful Compliance with his Ap- 
pointment, is not only a great Support 
and Refreſhment to the Mind under the 
moſt difficult and laborious Employments ; 
but, which is of far greater Moment, 
turns the moſt common Offices of Life 
into Acts of Religion. The Care that the 1 Ther 4- 
Goſpel has taken, to inculcate the general He 
Duty of Diligence in our Stations, and to 11, 12. & 
acquaint us with the particular Duties be- ! Tim. 5. 
longing, to the chief Relations in Life, of 28 
5 Hosband and Wite, of Parents and Chil. Epheſ. 5: TW 
dren, of Maſters and Servants, is a ſuffi- 22, &c. LE | 
cicnt Intimation to us, how great a Part _ 
of the Chriſtian Life conſiſts in a regular 
and conſcientious Diſcharge of thoſe Du- 
ties. And how pleaſing this is to God, 
we learn from St. Paul; who having par- 
ticularly enumerated thoſe Relations, with 
the Duties belonging to each, and com- 
manded them to be done heartily, as to 
the Lord and not unto Men, immediately 
adds, Knowing, that of the Lord ye ſpall Colo. 3. 
receive the Reward of the e * 
For ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt. 
3. That one main Deſien of God, in l 
ene ine particular Duties to the v. 
+ WY rious 1 
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rious Stations in this Life, is to make 
Trial of our Obedience in order to ano- 
ther. Weare now ina State of Probation ; 
and the great Proofs of our Obedience to 
God, are, © The purſuing the Buſineſs and 
Deſigns of this World under a due Subord:- 
nation to his Laws, and Submiſſion to his 
Will; © The enjoying the Bleſſings of 
Life, under a juſt Senſe of the Hand from 
which they come, and of the much greater 
Bleſſings he has in Store for good Men in 

another World; ; in a Word, © The con- 
ducting all their wordly Affairs like thoſe 
who are ſenſible, that it is God who has 
appointed them the Work, and that he 
will reward their diligent Attendance up- 
on it. But when any one confines his 
Views to this World, and lives as if he 
had no Dependance upon God in carrying 
on his Deſigns, and conſiders not the 
Connet{ion there is between the Buſineſs 
of Life in this World and his Condition in 
another; Wc are not to wonder, that in 
ſuch an one, the Senſe of God and Reli- 
gion wears off apace. 
4. That as this Life is a State of Pro- 
bation, in which God is training us up 
for another; he expects from us [mprove- 
ments in Goodneſs of a!l Kinds, and freſh 
Proofs of Obedience to him, in Proportion 
ra toe Time he allows us in this World, 
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(13) 
and the Opportunities he gives in the 
Courſe of it. The want of conſidering 
this, is, without doubt, one great Cauſe 
of Lukewarmneſs in Religion. When 
Men think they are good enough already, 
they have no Concern bur to keep them- 
ſelves from growing worſe ; not being 
ſenſible of the imperfect State they are in, 
nor conſidering that there is no ſuch thing 
as a Stand in Religion. If they are not 
going forward, they are certainly going 
backward. And from hence ariſes the 
Duty of Self-Examination, and of com- 
| Paring our Lives with the Rules of the 
Goſpel, to let us ſce the Truth of our @ | 
Condition, whether we are going back- + If 
ward or forward; and, by ſhewing us our |! If 
Failings and Imperfections, to excite us to 
watch and pray againſt them, and to enter | 1 
into Reſolutions of better Improvement THE | 
for the Time to come ; a Work, very 1 
proper at all Times, but more eſpecially | 
when we are to renew our Covenant with 
God in the Holy Sacrament. | BE | 
5. That there are Sins of Omiſlion, as {fi vi 
well as Sins of Commiſſion. It is not e- Fl 
nough,that you do no Hurt or Injury to your $i 
Neighbour, unleſs you be ready to take 17 
all proper Opportunities of doing him good. Fil 
It is not enough, that you refrain from 411 
caſting unjuſt Cenfures upon him, unleſs _ _-  }i}-8 
you 
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you be ready to vindicate his good Name, 
when you hear him unjuſtly cenſured by 
others. It is not enough, that you refrain 
from doing Diſhonour to God, your ſelves, 
unleſs you ſhew a becoming cal to diſ- 
countenance it in others. It is not enough, 
that a Magiſtrate, Parent or Maſter, be re- 
gular in their own Lives, unleſs they ex- 
ert the Authority which God has given 
them, to puniſh and reſtrain Irregularities 
in thoſe, whom his Providence has pur 
under their Power and Government. The 
Commiſſion of Sin is in its Nature more 
daring, and uſually.attended with a great- 
er Degree of Guilt, than the Omfſion of 
Duty. But ſince the Duties of Life are 
the Commands of the ſame God who for- 
| bids the Sins; it is ſtrange with what In- 
difference the Omiſſions of Duty are look- 
ed upon by lukewarm Chriſtians, and 
how little Senſe there is of the Gt of 
forgetting and neglecting them. 
6. That the Rules and Meaſures of 
Duty, muſt be taken from the Word of 
God, and not from the Opinions of the 
World. Anger, Malice, Envy, and other 
Qualities of the like Nature, paſs among 
Men for little more than Frailties and In- 
firmities; but if you look into the New 
Teſtament, you Will find them rank d a- 

mong 
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1 

mong Sins of the moſt heinous Nature, 88 4. 
and moſt inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian ie F 
Life ; and the contrary Duties of Love, and s, 12. 
Meekneſs, and Forgiveneſs, recommended Gal. 5 
and inſiſted on, as eſſential to Chriſtianity. 22, 25 : 
Nor is it leſs dangerous to truſt to the 
Opinion of the World, concerning the 
Goodneſs of your Actions; which depends 
not ſo much upon the outward Appear- 
ance, as upon the inward Motives and 
Principles upon which you act; and theſe 
can be known to none but God and your 
ſelf. In either of theſe Caſes, if you take 
your Eſtimate from the Opinion of the 
World, you run the Hazard of being 
greatly deceived ; and may reckon your 
Condition very good, when you are at 
beſt in a very imperfe&and lukewarm Way. 
7. That the evil Thoughts and Inten- 
tuns of the Heart, when entertained, har- 
boured, and approved there, have the ſame 
Guilt in the Account of God, as if they 

were carried into Execution. He ces 

every Motion of the Heart, and judges of 
Men by the Diſpoſitions and Deſians he 
finds there. If there be firſt a willing 
Mind, he accepts and rewards according Wa 
to what a Man hath, and not according —" \ 4 
fo what he hath not. So, by the lame .. +. 
Rule, if there be a Mind willing to ſin, HE. 

and 
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and only a Want of Power or Opporty- 
nity to execute, he condemns and pu- 


niſhes, as if it were actually committed. 


8. That the ſtrictect Obſervance of one 
Branch of Duty, will not atone for the 
N egleft of another. True Religion con- 
fiſts in a due Regard to every Branch of 
Duty, to be performed and attended in 


their proper Seaſons. The Attendance | 


upon the Buſineſs of Life will not excuſe 
the Neglect of God's Worſhip ; nor will 


the Attendance on God's Worſhip excuſe 
the Neglect of the Buſineſs of Life. Much 


leſs will a Zeal in one Branch of Duty, 


which happens to be agreeable to our In- 
clinations, atone for a Neglect of other 
Branches to which our Natures are more 
averſe. Every Branch of Duty is equally 


commanded by God, and all, as ſuch, are 
equally binding ; and our Obedience to 


him is chieſy ſhown in an Obſervance of 
thoſe Duties to which corrupt Nature is 
averſe, and an Abſtinence from thoſe Sins 
to which it is inclined. And there is not 
a Miſtake that 1s cither more dangerous - 
or more abſurd, than to flatter one's ſelf, 
that the greateſt Diligence about ſome Da- 
ties which God has commanded, will atone 
for the Enjoyment of Sins, which he has 


as expreſly forbidden. = 


You 
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You will obſerve without my telling 
vou, that the Deſign of what I have hi- 
therto written, has deen, Jo ſhew Luke- 
warm Chriſtians how imperfect a State 
they are in, and wherein the Imperfections 
of it conſiſt: To point out to them the 
ſeveral Miſtakes about Religion and the 
Duties of it, which ate apt to lead Men 
into that State, and confirm them in it: 
Jo ſatisfy thoſe who are engaged in the 
Cares a Buſineſs of the W orld, that 
they can never want Opportunities to 
ſerve God, and approve themſelves to 
him, ſince a Religious State is ſo far from 
being inconſiſtent with the ordinary Em- 
ployments of Life, that a great Part of 
Religion conſiſts in a dilizent and con- 
ſcientious Attendance upon the Buſineſs 
of the Station in which Providence hath 
placed them: And finally, „To excite 
them, ſo far as their Station and Con- 
dition will fairly admit, to a ſerious Uſe 
of ſuch other Offices and Exerciſes of Re- 
ligion, publick and private, as tend to 
their ſpiritual Improvement, and to carry 
them on from one Degree of Goodneſs 
to another. : 

Let the ſeveral Rules I ta laid down, 
agreeably to the Senſe of Scripture, be 
ſeriouſly attended to, and the Conrſe to 
i hich 
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which they direct, be enter'd vpon, and 


purſued in Earneſt ; and they have no Rea- 


fon to doubr, but that they are in the 
Number of thoſe who are God's Servants, 


and live in his Fear, and are growing up 


more and more into a Love of their! Du— 


ty, and by conſcquence into a Love of 
God. Nor need they any other Evidence, 


beſides thoſe good Diſpoſitions they find 


in their Hearts, that the holy Spirit of 
Cod co-operates with their honeſt En- 
deavours to ſubdue Sin and grow in 
Goodncſs; nor that, perſevering in their 
Courſe, and praying to God for his Aſſiſt- 
ance, and relying upon the Merits of 


Chriſt for the Pardon of all ſuch Sins, 


Failings, and Imperfections, as are, more 
or leſs, unavoidable in this mortal State, 
they will be accepted and rewarded' of 


God, according to the Degree and Mea- 


ſure of Goodneſs to which they have ar- 
rived in this Life. 
And as for thoſe, to whom God has 


Z given greater Degrees of Leiſurc from the 
Buſineis of Life, to attend to Reading, 


Prayer, and other Exerciſes and Offices of 


Religion; they muſt remember, that he 
will expect from them greater Improve- 
ments in Purity and Goodneſs, ſuitable to 


the 


6190) 


the ſpecial Advantages and Opportunities 
' which he beſtow d upon them. And among 
thoſe may well be reckon'd, the Proviſions 
made in theſe two great Cities for Daily 


Prayers in the Church; which are at- 


tended by many ſerious Chriſtians, to their 
great ſpiritual Benefit, and might be at- 
tended by many more, without Prejudice 
to Health, or Hindrance to Zuſineſs. 


Caution againſt ENTHUSIASM. 


THE other Extreme, into which 


ſome ſerious and well - meaning 
Chriſtians, are apt to be led, is ENTHU- 
'SIASM, or a ſtrong Perſuaſion on the Mind, 


that they are guided in an extraordinary 
Manner, by immediate Impulſes and Im- 
preſſions of the Spirit of God. And this 


is owing chiefly to the Want of diſtin- 


guiſhing aright between the ordinary and 


extraordinury e of the 7 
spirit. 


The extraordinary Operations were 
| thoſe, by which the Apollles and others, 
who were cntruſted with the firſt Propa- 


gation of the Goſpel, were enabled to 


| work Miracles, and ſpeak with Tongues, 
in Teſtimony that their Miſſion and Doc- 
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(0) - 
trin were from God. But theſe have long 


ſince ceaſed ; and the ordinary Gifts and 
Influences of the Spirit which ſtill conti- 


nue, are convey'd in a different Manner, 


and for Ends and Ufes of a more private 
Nature; and, however real and certain in 


themſelves, are no otherwiſe diſcernible 


than by their Fruits and Effects, as theſe. 
appear in the Lives of Chriſtians. 

No one, who reads the New Teſta- 
ment, can poſlibly be ignorant, that a Be- 
lief. of thc ordinary Influence of the Spi- 


Tit of God, is a necctlary Part of the 


Chriſtian Faith. Regeneration, or a new 
Birth, as wrovght by the Spirit, is that 
which every one receives at his firſt En- 
trance into the Chriſtian Covenant. It 
is our Savicii's expreis Declaration, That 
except « Man be born again of Water and 


of the Holy Ghoſt, he cannot enter into 
the Kinsdom of God ; and St. Pail, to the 


"fame Pur pole, T hat according to his Mercy 


be ſaver us, by the ching of Regene- 


ration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 
And the ſame Apoltle, ſpeaking of our 


natural Corruptions, adds, But we are 
waſhed, but we are ſanctiiſied, but we are 


Jt 52 fied, in the Name of our Lord Feſus, N 
and. by the Spirit of our God. And 


elſewhere, with regard to the daily Con- 
VCriation 


( 21) 
verſation of a Chriſtian, he ſpeaks of our 
living in the Spirit, and walking in the Gal. 15. 

Sypirit, and being quickned by the Spirit, Rent 8 
and led by the Spirit, as that by which we 14. © 
are enabled to proceed ſucceſsfully in our 
Chriſtian Courſe. And our Saviour encou- 
rages us to pray to God for his holy Spirit, Lak. 11. 
by alluring us, that he is always moſt ready 4. 
to give it to thoſe who ask. 

After theſe and the like Declarations in 

the New Teſtament ; it is a ſtrange Sup- 
polition, that the Generality of Chriſtians 11 
are as yet unapprized, either of the Truth 1 
and Reality of a Regeneration and New- 
birth, or of the Influence of the Holy 

| Opirit in our Chriſtian Courſe. And no 
leſs ſtrange would it be, to find any one 
who has attended to the Book of Common 
Prayer, ſuggeſting, or liſtning to Sug- ' mY 
geltions, as if the publick Service and — 
Offices of our Church were wanting and "300-6 
defective in regard to thoſe Doctrins. 

As to the Doctrine of Regeneration 
and a New-birth : Ia the Collect on the 
Nativity of Chriſt, our Church prays thus: 
Grant that we being regenerate, and made 
« thy Children by Adoption and Grace, 
may daily be renew'd by thy Holy Spirit.” 
And this is agreeable to the Language of 

our Liturgy, in the Form of Baptiſm. 

There 
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There we pray, That the Infant may re- 
« ceive Remiſſion of his Sins, by ſpiritual. 
« Regeneration : That God will give him 
his Holy Spirit, that he may be born 
« again, and be made an Heir of ever- 


A 


* laſting Salvation; and we thank God 
for regenerating this Infant by his holy 


« Fyirit. On which Account, Baptiſm 
is call'd in the Church- Catechiſm, a. 
News- birth unto Righteouſneſs; and in 


the Office of Confirmation, with Regard 


to that New-birth, we thank God for ha- 
ving regenerated the Perſons by Water and 
the Holy Ghoſt. And they. who think 


themſelves the moſt knowing in the Point 


of Regencration and New-birth, will not 
be able to give a better Deſcription of it, 
than that which i ts given to their Hands in 
our Church Catechiſm. There, under the 


Head of Baptiſm, aſter what relates to the 


outward viſible Sign or Form; the next 
Queſtion is, What is the inward and ſpiri- 


tual Grace? To which, this is the Anſwer; 


A Death unto Sin, and a New birth unto. 


Righteouſneſs ; for being by Nature born 


711 Jin, and the Children of Wrath, we are 
hereby made the Children of Grace. 
No leſs unjuſt would it be, to ſuggeſt 
that the Publick Service and Offices of out 
. Share 
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church are in the leaſt regardleſs of the 
Gifts and Graces of the holy Spirit. 
In the DAILY SERVICE, we Pray to 
God — * to grant us true Repentance and 
«© his holy Spirit” — © to repleniſh the 
« King with the Grace of his holy Spirit“ 

— © to endue the Royal Family with his 
« holy Spirit” — * to ſend down upon our 
© Biſhops and Curates, and all Congrega- 

« tions committed to their Charge, the 
« healthful Spirit of his Grace — That 


the Catholick Church may be guided 


« and governed by his good Spirit; and 
e that the Fellowſhip ot the ke Ghoſt 
„ may be ever with us. 

In the Lirany, we pray, That God 
ce will endue us with the Grace of his 
« Holy Spirit, and that we may all bring 
« forth the Fruits of the Spirit.” 

In the CoLLECTSs, we pray, That 
God will grant us the true Circumciſion 
of the Spirit ; that our Hearts and all our 
Members being mortified from all worldly 
and carnal Luſts, we may in all Things 
obey his bleſſed Will — That God will 

ſend his Holy Ghoſt, and pour into our 

Hearts the moſt excellent Gift of Charity--- 
© That we-may ever obey the godly A- 
tions of th * in Righteouſneſs and 
true Holineſs - — That by: his holy Inſpi- 

ration 


(24) 
ration we may think thoſe Things that be 
good, and by his merciful guiding may 
perform the ſame — That God will not 
leave us comfortleſs, but ſend to us his 
Holy Ghoſt to comfort us — That by 
his Spirit we may have a right Judgment 


in all Things, and evermore rejoyce in 
his holy Comfort — © That his holy Spi- 


rit may in all Things direct and rule out 


Hearts — That he will cleanſe the 


Thoughts of our Hearts by the Inſpiration 
of his Holy Spirit. 
In the Office for CONFIRMATION, we 
pray lor the Perſons to be confirm'd, 
That God will firengthen them with the 
Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, and daily -in- 


creaſe in them his manifold Gifts of Grace, 


the Spirit of Witdom and Underſtanding, 
the Spirit of Counſel and ghoſtly Strengtli, 


the Hyirit of Knowledge and true Godli- 


neſs; — © That he will fill them with the 
Spirit of his holy Fear — and, © That 
they may daily zzcreaſe in his holy Siri 
more and more. 

To theſe J might add the numerous In- 


ſtances throughout our Liturgy, of Prayer 
for Grace and 8 rength. For tho the 


Spirit is not exprefly mentioned, it is ſuf- 


ficiently underſtood, that the Church means 
| by thoſe anten, the ſpiritual Aids 


and 


( 25) 


and Afſiſtances by which ſincere Chri 


tians are enabled to avoid and reſiſt Temp- 
tations, and to proceed ſucceſsfully in their 


ſpiritual Courſe. But the forcgoing In- 


ſtances in which the Spirit is expreſly 
mentioned, as they are here ſct before you 
in one View, will be ſufficient to arm 
you againſt any Suggeſtions, as if our 
Church were regardleſs of the Doctrine 
of Regeneration and New Birth, and of 
the Influences of the holy Spirit upon the 
Hearts of Chriſtians ; and as if there were 
Need for any Member of it, to ſeek elſe- 
where for a more ſpiritual Service. 


BUT it is one Thing to pray for the 


Spirit, and another Thing to pray by the 


Spirit. We are ſatisficd in general, that 
the Spirit of God aſſiſts us in our Endea- 


vours to do what is good, and particularly 
in a due Performance of religious Offices; 
becauſe the Scripture has in many Places 
aſſured us of it. But, that Prayer, whe- 
ther of Miniſter or People, is the [gle 
Work of the Spirit, we darc not fay, be- 
cauſe the Scripture has no where told us 


that it is. And tho an acquired Ability 
to pray upon all Occaſions, in publick or 
private, is not a Thing in its Nature im- 
poſlible ; yet it is ſo rarely attained, to 

| 2 Ie „ any 


_ 
* 
— * 85 1 2 
— — 2 - 8 a — : dit. pet wary — 3 — 
a — — . Les OL — 
. > — a _ 


—— — 


r 


f 1 F 1 5 - „ rr rs; 
3 — e ˙§＋—;. Oye 1 
— — p a * 
* * . my I * * 5 — — . : — — 


626) 
any Degree of 88 and oſt- times 
accompanied with ſo much Impropriety 
and Confuſion, that you have great Rea- 
ſon to be thankful to God for a publick 
Service prepared to your Hands, in which 
you find due Proviſion made for the ſpiri- 
tual and temporal Neceſlities of your ſelves 
and your Fellow Chriſtians ; beſides the 
very great Advantage of knowing before- 
hand, what the Things are, for which | 
you are to joyn in Prayer. 
In like Manner, we are firmly perſua- 
| ded in general, that we live under the gra- 
cious Influence of the holy Spirit, and that 

he both excites and enables us to do good. 
But that this or that Thought or Aion is 
an Effect of the ſole Motion or immediate 
Impulſe of the Spirit without any Co-ope- 
ration of our own Mind ; or that the holy 
Spirit, and our natural Conceptions; do 
reſpectively contribute to this or that 
Thought or Action in ſuch a Meaſure, or 
to ſuch a Degree; theſe are Things we 
dare not fay ; both becauſe our Saviour 
has told us, that we know no more of the 
 Workings of the Spirit, than we know of 


the Wind, from whence it cometh, ane! 


 whither it goeth, and becauſe we clearly 
_ fee, that all Pretences to that Knowledge, 
unleſs accompanied with the proper Evi- 

dences ; 


N 
dences of a divine Inſpiration, would open 
a Door to endleſs Enthuſiaſm and Deluſion. 


God forbid, that in this profane and 
degenerate Age, cvery Thing that has an 
Appearance of Piety and Devotion, ſnould 
not be conſidered in the moſt favourable 


Light that it is capable of. But at the 


ſame time, it is ſurely very proper that 
Men ſhould be called upon for ſome rea- 


ſonable Evidences of a divine Commiſſion, 


I. When they tell us of extraordinary 


Communications they have with God, and 


more than ordinary Aſſurances of a ſpe- 
cial Preſence with them. 


This Day, I intended to ſtay on boat Mr. Whit- 


to write Letters, but God being 24 
pleaſed to ſhew me it was not his 
Will, I went on Shore again. 


1 


I. p. 3 


Had much of the Preſence of God lbid.p 18. 


- "with me. _- 
Had much of God with me to Day. 


Ibid.p.28. 


I told the Pcople that God called me, Journal II. 


and I muſt away 


_ preach at Fort Simons, &c. bur, 
Lord, thou calleſt me elſewhere. 


Intended to P. 9: 


God having ſhown both me and my Ibid.p, in; 


Friends, that it was his Mill I 
ſhould return for a while to yh 
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Journ. III. 
Pp. 4. 
Ibid. p. 18. 


Ibid. p.33. 


Ibid. p. 3 5. 


Ibid. p.37 


Ibid p. 58. 


„„ 
land —— 1 preached my Farewell 
Sermon. 
The Kingdom of God is within me, 
My Oppoſers, would they but ſpeak, 
cannot but confeſs that God is 
with me of a Truth. 
See ye not, ye Oppoſers, how you 
prevail Nothing? Why do you not 
believe that it would not be thus, 
unleſs God was with me? 
It is remarkable, that we have not 
had ſuch a continued Preſence of 
God among us, as we have had 
fince 1 was "threatened ro be ex- 
communicated. 
Obſerving, Providence called me this 
Morning, 1 went with ſome Chri- 
ſtian Friends to Bath. 


Our Maſter being ug US, Tpreach- 


cd with Power. 


II. When they talk in the Language of 

thoſe, who have a ſpecial and immediate 

Miſc on from God. 

Journal I, 
3 


Idid. p. 3 2. 


Was ſoon convinced, that God has 5 


ſent me hither of a Truth. 
The Eternal Almighty | AM, hath 


ſent me, and will, no doubt, pro- 
dect me. 
To 


(29) | 

To preach the Goſpel at Frederica jourdal Il. 

alſo; for therefore am 1 ſent. p. 7. 

Lord, thou calleſt me elſewhere. Ibid. p. . 

This 1 know; What I have ſpoken Ibid. p. * 
From God, will come to pals, (lo, 
it will come) and then ſhall Scof- 
fers and Deſpiſers know that a Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt hath been amongſt = | 
them. 11 

Lord, open thou their Eyes, that they Journ. III. | 
may ſee that this is thy Doing. P. 33. 

Now know 1 more and more, that Ibid.p.90. 
the Lord calls me into the Fields; 
for no Houſe or Street is able to 
contain Half the People that come 

to hear the Word. 

The Weather continued mighty fair, Ibid.p 95- 
while I was delivering my Maſter's 
Meſſage. 

Nothing confirms me more in my wid. 
Opinion that God intends to work P. 107. 

4 great Work upon the Earth, 

than to find how his Children of 
all Denominations every where 
wreſtle i in Prayer for me. 


m. When they profeſs to think and act 
under the immediate Guidance of a Di- 
9 vine Inſpiration. ; 1 

3 Made 


Ibid. p.14. 
Thid p47. 
wid. p.24 


Ibid. 


Ibid. p. 40. 


Ibid. p. 15. 


( 30 ) 


Made a farewel Exhortation, as God 
gave me Utterance. 


God aſſiſted me to talk clearly of 


the New-birth and Taklification by 


Faith alone, with one that oppo- 
ſed it. 


The Spirit of Supplication increaſes 


in my Heart daily. 


I ſpoke with the Demonſtration of 
the Spirit. 


Was filled with the Holy Ghoſt ; 


which very much 8 my 


Body, and made my Feet like Harts 
Fart: - 


Expounded with ſuch Demonſtration 


of the — as I never ſpoke with 
before. 


c God has given me a double Portion 


F his Spirit indeed. 
I fear I ſhould quench the Spirit, 
did I not go on to ſpeak as he gives 
me Utterance. 
God enabled me to ſpeak with ſuch 
 trreſſtible Power, that theOppoſers 
were quite ſtruck dumb and con- 
founded. 


Felt the Spirit of God working in 


me mightily. 


Finding myſelf rengt bend from g 


above, I went and expounded. 
Blefled | 


( 
Bleſſed be God, I find myſelf much Ibid. p. 4. 
refreſhed in Spirit, and a new Suß- 
ply of Strength given me. Thus 
ſhall it be done to the Man, whom 
God delighteth to honour. 
Had extraordinary Power given me Ibid.p. 53; 
at the Society in Nzcholas-ſtreet. 
T believe few, if any, were able to bia. 
reſiſt the Power where with God P. 108. 
enabled me to ſpeak. 
My Heart was full of God, and I Ibid. 
* one having Authority. 
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IV. When they ſpeak of their Preach- 
ing and Expounding, and the Effects of 
them, as the ſole Work of a divine Power. | 
I had a great Hoarſeneſs upon me; 23 I. 
but notwithſtanding, God enabled? 
me to ſpeak with Power. 
God's holy Spirit ſeem'd to be mo- P. 21. 
ving on the Faces of ſome of the 
| Souls in the Ship. 
Was enabled to read Prayers and To 
preach wth Power. 
God hath been pleaſed to ſet his Seal Journaliii. 
to my Miniſtry, in a Manner 1 A 
could not, I dar d not, to expect, 47.58, 76. 
in America. | 1 8. 
God will make his Power to be Journal ii. 
known in me. 5 „ 


Preach! d- 
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| Ibid.p.16. 


Ibid. p. 19. 
Ibid. p. 42. 


Ibid.p. 50. 
Ibid. p.53. 


| Ibid p. 54. 
6 Ibid. p. 5 5. 


Ibid. p. 87. 


| Ibid.p.go. 
Ibid. p.92. 


Ibid. 


1 
Preach'd and expounded with great 
Power and Enlargement—— with 


great Power and Demonſtration of 
the Spirit. 


Was told, my Preaching was attended 


with uncommon Power. 
God hath ſet hzs Seal to my Miniſtry. 
Iexpounded at the Savoy.— There, I 
think, I have eee had more 
Power given me, than at any 
other Place. 


I think, I never ſpoke with greater: 


Freedom and Power. 
Had extraordinary Power given me 
at the Society in Nicholas. ſtreet. 


Preach'd with uncommon Power. 


Extraordinary Power at Poor-houſe 
this Afternoon. 


Preach'd with ſuch 8 and De- 


monſtration of the Spirit, as 1 ne- 
ver ſaw before. 


The Word came with Power. 


The Word of God came with ſuch 


Power, that all, I believe, were 
pleaſingly ſurprized. 


I believe few, if any, were able to 


reſiſt the Power wherewith God 
enabled me to o ſpcak. 


At 


Ty 


At Kennington Common we had ex- Ibid. 
traordinary Preſence of God a- P. 109. 
mong us. 

People were ſo melted down on every Ibid. 
Side, that the greateſt Scoffer muſt P: 119: 
have own d, that this was the Fin- 


ger of God. 


V. When they boaſt of ſudden and ſur- 
prizing Effects as wrought by the Holy 
Ghoſt, in Conſequence of their Preaching. 


The young Man's Convictions were Journal I. 


ſtrong, and as far as I could find, a P. 25: 


thorow Reno vation begun in his 
Heart. 


The Holy Ghoſt powerfully work'd Journaliii, 


upon my Hearers. p. 6. 


I expound near St. James 's-ſquare 3 . 


where one young Woman was 
lately fd with the Holy Ghoſt. 
Five Days a Woman cravaild and 
groan' d, being in Bondage. On Ibid p.43. 
Thur [day Evening, our Lord got 
himſelf the Victory; and, from 
that Moment, ſhe has been full of % 
Love and Joy. It is to be obſer- 
ved, her Friends have accounted 
her mad thele three. Years, and ac- 
cordingly have bled, bliſtered her, 
and What 1 5 
| E 7 We 
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(34) 
We have Reaſon to think, that four, 
within this Fortnight, have been 
born of God. 
Heard of one that had received the 
Holy Ghoſt, immediately upon my 
preaching Chriſt. 


VI. When they Claim the Spirit of 


Prophecy. 
IJuoqournal II. This 1 Know, what 1 have ſpoken 
8 from God, uni come to pals. 


Ibid. p.35. There certainly will be a full filling 
of thoſe Things, which God by bY 


Hoirit hath ſpoken unto my Soul. 


Journ. III. God wil make his Power to be 
. known in me. 
Ibid. p.16. And yet 1 ſhall ſee greater Things 
5 than theſe. 

Ibid. p.242. There are many bu ic to be Full. 


filled in me, many Souls Zo be 
called, many Sufferings t be en- 
dure, before I go hence. 
Ibid.p.5g, We dined with ſeveral Chriſtian 
1 Friends with the kind Keeper of 
the Priſon, and rejoyced exceed- 
ingly at the Thoughts, that we 
ſhould, one Day or other, ſing 
together in ſuch a Place as Paul 
"and Silas, did. God prepare us 
e FE 


(35 } 
for that Hour, for I Geliebte it will 
come. 
Vet a little while, and a ſuffering Ibid, po. 
Time w come. I cannot follow 


him now, but 1 foall follow him 
afterwards. _ 
Knowing not, what will befall me ; ; Ibid. 
| faving that the Holy Ghoſt wit- P. 113. i 
neſſeth in every Place, that La- i 
bours, Afflictions, and Trials of all | 
Kinds abide me. _- 


VII. When they ſpeak of themſelves, | 
in the Language, and under the Character, 1 
of Apoſtles of Chriſt, and even of Chriſi | i 


himſelf. 4 
Io preach the Goſpel at Frederica JournallI. il 


alſo; for therefore am I ſent. p. 7. q 
It came to pals, that when Jeſus was jyq,,g || 
returned, the Pcople gladly recei- 
ved him. —Theſe laſt Words were 
remarkably pretsd upon me, at 
Savannah, when I was conſulting 
God by Prayer, whether it was 
his Will that 1 ſhould go to Eng- 
land. 
Howbeit, we muſt be caſt upon a lbid.p.28. 
certain Iſland. Behold, the Words 5 
are now fulfilled! _ 
When I am weak, then am 1 ſtrong. ** III. 
We ſpeak what we do know, etc. — : — Ibid p. 5 
E 2 
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P. 47. 


Ibid. p. 55. 


Ibid. p. 20. 


Ibid. p. 20. 


(36) 

I muſt go into every Place and City 
where I have been already; for 
therefore am I ſent. 

The Time will come, when they 


ſhall thruſt you out of their Syna- 


gogues. 
Had another come in his own Name, 
him they would have received. 
I really belieye no leſs than 20,000 
were prefent. Bleſſed are the 


Eyes which ſce the Things which 


we ſee. 

Mr. Weſley is left behind at Briftol, 
to teach the Way of God more 
perfectly. 


The Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every 


"Place, that Labours, Cc. abide 


VIII. When they profeſs to plant and 
propagate a new Goſpel, as unknown to 


the Generality of Miniſters and People, = 
a Chriſtian Country. _ 


| Journ. III. 


At Cardiff — 1 offered Feſus Chriſt 


freely even to them who mock'd, 


and ſhould haye rejoyced if they 


would have accepted of him. 


I could have heartily wiſhed, all ſuch | 


 Scofters had been prefers, that I 


might 


1 
might have offer d them Salvua- 
tion thro Feſus Chriſt. 
I think, Wales is excellently well Ibid p.51. 
prepared for the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
There is a moſt comfortable Proſpect Ibid: 
: of ſpreading the Goſpel in Wales. 
Received News of the wonderful Ibid.p. 52. 
Perogreſs of the Go“, in Tork- 
ſtire, under the Miniſtry of my 
dear Brother Ingham. 
Upon his Departure — The good Ibid.p.60. 
"Loni ſend ſomebody amongſt 
them, to water what his own 
right Hand hath planted. | 
Well may the Devil and his Angels Ibid p.6. 
rage horribly ; their Kingdom 1 is in 
Danger. 
Bleſſed be God, there is one coming wid. p 64. 
after me, L Mr. John Weſley | who, 
I hope, will cheriſh the Spark of 


divine Love new kindled in their 
_ Hearts. 


I was refreſh'd by a great Packet of Ibid.p.73. " 
Letters, giving me an Account of i 


the Succeſs of the Goſpet, in dif- 
ferent Parts. 


A moſt comfortable packet of Letters, Ibid. p. 78. 9 


giving me an Account of the Suc- 
Font 81 5 the _ 


17 


1 

Ir you ask, with what View, or for 
what End, I have taken the Pains to cx- 
tract the foregoing Paſſages, and to range 
them thus under the proper Heads; It is, 
that you may be able to make a Judgment 
for your ſelves, whether Perſons who aſ- 
ſume ſuch a CharaGer and ſpeak in ſuch 
a Language, ought not to give Proof of 
an extraordinary Commiſſion from God ; 
and if they do not, whether the Part they 
act, and the Language they uſe, can be 
called by any other Name, than that of 
Enthuſiaſin? 
If it be alledg'd in their Favor, That 
they arc good Men, and mean well; let 
the Anſwer be, That good and well-mean- 
ing Men do oft-timecs deceive both them- 
ſelves and others; and in no Caſe ſo often, 
as in that of Religious Zeal and Tranſport. . 
And fo far is a 00d Intention from ta- 
king off the Charge of Enthuſiaſm, that it 
js a neceſſary Ingredient in it; the proper 
Difference between an Enthuſiaſt and an 
Impoſtor being this; that the firſt is de- 
ccived himſelf, and, as long as he enjoys 
his own Thoughts and modeſtly keeps | 
within the Rules of Peace and Order, is to 
be pitied; but the ſecond intends to de- 
ceive others, and is therefore, in every 


Shape, to be abhorred and derefied. 


But 


(39) 
But there is one Thing in their Con- 
duct, which it is hard to reconcile to fair 
and ingenuous Dealing; and that is, their 
endeavouring to juſtify their own extraor- 
dinary Methods of teaching, by caſting 
unworthy Reflections upon the Parochial 
Clergy, as deficient in the Diſcharge of 
their Duty, and not inſtructing their Peo- 
ple in the true Doctrines of Chriſtianity. 
It is moſt notorious, that for the Mo- 25 Ur. 
ralizing Iniquity of the Prieſts, the! 
Land mourns. We have preach- 
ed and lived many ſincere Perſons 
out of our Communion. I have 
now converted with teveral of the 
beſt of all Denominations : many 
of them ſolemnly proteſt, that they 
went from the Church, becauſe 
they couid not find Food for their 
Souls; they ſtay'd among us, till 
they were ſtary'd out. I know, this 
Declaration will expoſe me to the 
ill-will, not of all my Brethren, 
but of all my indolent, earthly- 
minded, pleaſure-taking e 
But was I not to ſpeak, the very 
Stones would cry out againſt them. 
Speak therefore I muſt, and will, 
and will not ſpare. God look to 
the Event. Whatever becomes of 
the 


(49) 
the Paſtors who feed themſelyes, 
and not the Flock, I have born my 
Teſtimony, 1 have deliverd my 
own Soul. 
Thid.p.74. Speaking of the Clergy who oppoſe their 
Methods : 


« What their rcal Reaſon is, whe— 
ther Envy, or, Maſter in ſo do- 


to Men and Angels. 
Ib. p.109. 1 perceive, people would be every 
where willing to hear, if the Mi- 
niſters were ready to teach the 
Truth, as it is in Jeſus. 


if it be meant (as it ſeems to be) of the 
Generality of the Clergy of the Church 


not Chriſtianity, it is impoſſible for the 
Perſon who lays the Charge, to know 
whether it is true or not. And therefore 
it ought, at leaſt, to have been laid with 
greater Degrees of Caution and Re- 


| it a raſþ Cenſure, is by far too gentle. 


ing thou reproacheſt us, or ought 
elſe, ſhall one Day be manifeſted 


This is a heavy Charge; and as it falls 
little ſhort of that of our Saviour againſt 
the Scribes and Phariſees, ſo is it delive- 

red with little leſs Authority. But I 
hope it is very far from the Truth; and 


of England, as pr eaching Morality, and 


ſtriction; and as it is not, one hardly 
Knows what Name to give it. To call 


The 


„„ 
The Succeſs of Miniſters in the Diſ- 
charge of their Duty, depends greatly 
upon the Eſteem and good Opinion of 
their People; and they who go about to 
repreſent the Parochial Clergy as unable 
or unwilling to teach their People aright, 
are ſo far anſwerable for defeating the good 
Effects that their Miniſtry might other- 
wiſe have. Unleſs they be weak enough 
to think, that Itinerant Preaching to 
confus'd Multitudes, is a * more effectual 
Way to prelerve Religion among us, than 4 
Parochial Eſtabliſhments and a ſettled i 
Miniſtry. At the fame Time that Peo- 
ple profeſs a greater Zeal for Religion 
than their Neighbours, they ſhould take 


Care not to indulge themſelves in ſuch = 
Liberties, as evidently tend to weaken _ | 
and undermine that, which, under God, 


is the national Support of it. 


I hope, the People of this Dioceſe have 
no Cauſe to complain that they are 
not duly inſtructed in the Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity by their own proper Mini- 
ſters. Among the printed Directions 


| which I gave at my firſt coming to the 
Now know I more and 26 bo that the Lord calls me 
i into the FitLDs ; for no Houſe or Street is able to con- 


See, 


u 


(42) 


See, and which have been put into the 
Hands of every Incumbent fince, this, 
pon the Head of Preaching, is one; 


It mult be always remembred, in 
the firſt Place, that we are Chriſtian 
Preachers, and not barely Preachers 
of Morality. For tho' it is true, that 


one End of Chriſt's Coming, was to 


correct the falſe Gloſſes and Interpre- 
tations of the moral Law, and, in Con- 
ſequence thereof, one End of his in- 
ſtituting a Miniſtry muſt be, to pre- 
vent the Return of thoſe Abuſes, 


by keeping up in the Minds of Men 
a true Notion of natural Religion, and 


a juſt Senſe of their Obligations to the 
Performance of moral Duties; yet it is 
alſo true, that the 2197 End of his 
coming, was to eſtabliſh a new Cove- 


nant with Mankind, founded upon new 
Terms and new Promiſes; to ſhew us 


a new way of obtaining Forgrueneſs 


of Sins, and Reconciliation to God, and 


eternal Happineſs; and to preſcribe 


Rules of greater Purity and Holineſs, 
by way of Preparation for greater De- 
grees of Happineſs and Glory. Theſe 
(that is the ſeveral Branches of 
what we may call the Mediatorial 


Scheme, with the ſeveral Duties an- 
ba nexed : 


666 
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nexed to and reſulting from each 


Branch) are, without doubt, the main 


Ingredients of the Goſpel State; thoſe, 
by which Chriſtianity ſtands diſtin- 
guiſhed from all other Religions, and 


« Chriſtians are raiſed to far higher Hopes 
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and far greater Degrees of Purity and 
Perfection. In which Views, it would 
leem ſtrange, if a Chriſtian Preacher 
were to dwell only upon ſuch Duties 
as are common to Fews, Heathens, 
and Chriſtians; and were not more eſ- 
pecially obliged to dwell on and incul- 


cate thoſe Principles and Doctrines, 


which are the diſtinguiſhing Excellen- 
cies of the Chriſtian Religion, and by 


the Knowledge and Practice of which, 
« more eſpecially, every Chriſtian is en- 


titled to the Bleſſings and Privileges 


of the Goſpel Covenant. 


« The Thing therefore which I would 


recommend to young Preachers, is, to 


avoid both the Extremes, by ordering 


the Choice of their Subjects in ſuch a 
Manner, that each of thoſe Heads 
may have its proper Share, and their 
© Hearers be duly inſtructed upon both. 
Only, with theſe Cantions in Relation 


to moral Subjects, That, upon all ſuch 


de, Jones be done at the ſame 
F 6 Time 
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© according to the Order and Method of 
the Church Catechiſm, will lead the 
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Time to Chriſtianity, by taking ſpe- 
cial Notice of the Improvements which 
it has made in cyery Branch of the mo- 
ral Scheme, and warning their Hearers 
not to reſt in the Righteouſneſs of a 
moral Heathen, but to aſpire to Chri- 
ſtian Perſection ; and, in the next 
Place, that all moral Diſcourſes be en- 
riched by Examples and IIluſtrations 
from Scripture; which beſides it's being 
more familiar to the People than 
other Writings, has in it ſuch a noble 
Plainneſs and Simplicity, as far ſurpaſſes. 
all the Beauties and Elegancies that are 
ſo much adinired in Heathen Authors. 
To which give me Leave to add a 
third Obſervation, with regard to the 
Doctrine and Duties peculiarly belong- 
ing to the Chri#izan Scheme or the 
new Covenant, That the true Way to 
ſecure to theſe their proper Share, is 


the ſetting apart ſome certain Seaſons 
5 


"xc 


of the Year for Catechetical Diſcour- 
ſes, whether in the Way of expound- 
ing, or preaching; which being carried 
on regularly, though at different Times, 


* Miniſter, as by a Thread, to the great 
and fundamental Dottrine: of the Chri- 
-..: Fa - 


— — —2— — Fawn 
— ———ñä6äL' 


(45) 
& ſtian Faith; and not only to explain 
« them to the People, but to lay out 
ce the particular Duties which more im- 
« mediately flow from each Head, to- 
« gether with the Encouragements to 


A 


« the Performance of them : That ſo, 


Principle and Practice may go Hand in 
Hand, as they do throughout the whole 


« Chriſtian Scheme; and as they certain- 
* ly ought todo, throughout the preach- 


© ing of every Chriſtian Miniſter.” 

This was my Judgment then, and is 
ſo ſtill; and I ſee no Reaſon to alter it, 
if it be granted, as it neceſſarily muſt, 
that Morality is an eſentzal Part of the 


Chriſtian Religion, and that the * Me- 


diatorial Scheme comprehends all the di- 
ſtinguiſhing Doctrines of Chriſtianity, as 


ſuch; of which, ſurely, the Holy Spirit, 


with the Influences thereof, is one. 


Bur 1 "hope, when your Miniſters 
h to you the Doctrine of Re- 


generation or being born again of the 


Spirit, as laid down 1 in the New-Teſta- 


This Welte the whole Work of our r Redemption ty 
\ Chrift; the ſeveral Branches of which, as laid down in the 
| New Teflament, have been ſet before the People of my 

| Dioceſe at one View, in my Second Pa/toral Letter; par- 


ticularly, the two Doctrins of our F/;fication by Faith in 
_ Chriſt, and of our Saxdification * the Holy 1 


ment; 


Ne r 2 x do IEG” 


. 

ment; they do not tell you that it muſt 
be inſlantaneous, and znwwardly felt at the 
very Time; both, becauſe there is no ſuch 
thing revealed to us by Chriſt or his Apo- 
ſtles, who lay down the Doctrine in ge- 
neral Terms; and becauſe Experience 
ſhews us, that the Renovation of the 
Heart and Life is effected &y Degrees, 
and diſcovers itſelf, more and more, in a 
Hatred of Sin, and in a gradual Progreſs 
and Improvement in thoſe Graces, which 
the Scripture declares to be the Fruits of 
the Spirit. 
I hope, when they diſſuade bad Men 
from a Security in ſinning and a ground- 
leſs Preſumption upon the Mercy of God; 
they alſoendeayour to preſerve good Men 
from Deſpair; by teaching them to make 
a Judgment of their ſpiritual Condition, 
(or, in other Words, whether they be in 
a State of Salvation, or not,) from the 
preſent Diſpoſition of their Hearts, and 
the Tenour of their Lives, and the In- 
provements they make in Grace and Good- 
neſs; and not from any ſudden and ex- 
traordinary Influences and Impulſes. 
1 hope, that when your Miniſters 
preach to you of Juſtißcation by Faith 
alone, which i is aſſerted i in the ſtrongeſt 
Manner 5 


| (47) 

Manner * by our Church ; they explain 

it in ſuch a Manner, as to leave no doubt 
upon your Minds, whether good Works 


are a Neceſſary Condition of your being ju- 


ſtified in the Sight of God. 


I hope, that in expounding to you 
any Text or Portion of Scripture, they 


do it in the known Methods of Com- 


paring Scripture with Scripture, and by 
Juſt and regular Reaſonings upon it, and, 
where Need is, by having Recourſe to 


the Expoſitions of Writers of known 


Learning and Judgment. But if, laying 
aſide theſe Helps, they pretend to derive 


their Knowledge from immediate Inſpi- 


ration, they deceive both themſelves 
and you. The ſetting up for a publick 
Expounder of Scripture, without a com- 


petent Share of acquired Knowledge and 


Ability for the Work, is a very great Pre- 
ſumption; to ſay no worſe. And there- 
fore it was a wiſe Rule among the Reli. 
gious Societies at their firſt Inſtitution, 


*To uſe ſuch Expoſtors in reading the 
pee at their Evening Meetings, as 


Ax. XI. We are 1 righteous before God, 
1 65 ns for the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt | 


by Faith, and not for our o- u Works or Deſervings. 


were 
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Were: recommended to them by their 


7 


mers. +. 


; I hope, laſtly, that in their Preaching 


they frequently inculcate upon you the 
indiſpenſible Obligation you are under, 
to lead ſober and regular Lives, and to 
be diligent in the Buſineſs of your ſeve- 
ral Stations, out of a Senſe of Du- 


ty to God whole Providence has placed 
you in them; and to take Care, that all 


who are in any Reſpect put under your 
Government, be inſtructed in their Du- 

ty, and kept to the Practice of it, parti- 
cularly in a regular and religious Obſer- 
vation of the Lord's Day. The Duties 


which we owe to God, our Neighbour, 
and our ſelves, and the ſeveral Motives 


and Obligations to the Performance of 
them, afford a large Field for Diſcourſes 


from the Pulpit ; and if a ſerious Diſcourſe 
upon any of thoſe Heads, fail of its due 


Effect, and leave not ſome good Impreſ- 
ſions upon the Mind, it is the Fault of 


the Hearer, and not of the Preacher; and 


| + As all Controverſ6al Points are forbidden, by their Or- 
ders, to be meddled with in their Conferences (becauſe 


they only deſign to promote practical Holineſs, by their 
_ aſſembling together ;) ſo in reading of thoſe practical Por- 
tions of Holy Scripture, to which their Orders direct them, 
they have Recourſe to Dr. Hammond's Expoſition, or ſome 
other Author recommended by their Miniſters. Wood- 

abard's Account of the Religious Societies, Chap. 7. 


"a 
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fo ſuch Hearers it is very little matefial, 
what the Subject is. 

This then, together with a frequent 
Explanation of the Doctrines peculiar to 
Chriſtianity, as enforc'd above, is true 
Chriſtian Preaching ; ſuch as will always 
deſerve your ſerious Attention, and, at 
the {ame Time, engage your fincere Ef- 
tecm and Reſpect for your Miniſter. 
And if you deſire to be more fully in 
ſtructed upon any particular Head of Docs 
trine or Duty, which, you think, has 
not been ſo treated of in publick, as to 
come up to your Caſe; you may have 
J -courle to your Miniſter for further In- 
ſtructions in private. And for a further 
Hp, there are not wanting good Books 
upon moit Subjects, which may be uſe- 
fully read at home, either by yourſelf, or, 
which > better, with your Family. And 
It is allo to be remembred; that the In- 
ſtruction you receive at Church, is not 
from the Pu/pit only. You have the 
Holy Scriptures ws to you; and the 
Prayers themſelves, from Beginning at 
End, are fo many Leflons of Duty ; as 
they put you in Mind to /abour- after al f 
thoſe ſpiritual Bleſſings and Attainments 
which you pray . 
= Y 
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The great Preſervative of Religion 


and of Order and Regularity in the Ex- 
erciſe of it, is, the Proviſion that is made 


for the Performance of publick Offices by 


Perſons lawfully appointed, within parti- 


cular Bounds and Diſtricts; and if theſe 
be broken down, nothing can follow but 
Diſorder and Confuſion. This Nation, 


in the Time of our Forefathers, had ſuf- 


ficient Experience of the Miſchief and 


Contempt that may be brought upon 


Religion, by 77/þired Tongues and ich. 


ing Ears; When the Holy Spirit was al- 
ledged, to ſanctiſy the greateſt Extrava- 
gancies and the moſt ridiculous Fancies; 
When the moſt ordinary Actions and In- 


cidents of Life, were aſcribed to the In- 


fluences of the ſame Spirit; * When the 
Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith alone 
was carried into an utter Excluſion of 


the Neceſſity of good Works, and, under 


that Notion, grew to be the Diſtinguiſh- 5 
ing Mark of a whole * Sect; and, When 


the Bounds of Order and Diſcipline were 
broken down, and the ſettled Miniſtries 


and Offices of the Church depreciated 
and brought into Contempt, as Diſpen- 


fations of a low and leſs ſpiritual Na- 
ure. 5 


* Antinomians, 


The 


(51) 
The aiming at high Flights in Religi- 
on, and depreciating the ordinary Me- 
thods of maintaining and propagating it, 
| looks ſpeciouſly, and will never want 
Admirers and Followers. But ſurely, an 
Endeavour to raiſe Religion to greater 
Heights, and greater Abſtractions from 
common Life, than Chriſt and his Apoſ- 
tles made and deſigned it, is attended 
with miſchievous Conſequences; from 
what Principle ſoever it proceeds, or 
with what Degrees of Zeal ſoever it 
may be accompanied. Some it draws from 
their proper Buſineſs which God has re- 
quired them to attend, and heats them 
by Degrees into a kind of religious Fren- 
zy, and ſeldom fails to lead them into 
ſpiritual Pride and an inward Contempt 
of the Generality of their Fellow Chri- 
ſtians, as of a lou Size in Religion, 
compared with themſelves. And others 
are naturally led by it, to think it in- 
poſſible for them to attain thoſe Herghts 
in which Religion is mace to conſiſt, and 
ſo to give over all Thoughts of being Re- 
ligious at all. With this latter View bn - 
| was, that a zealous Advocate for Infideli- 
ty, ſome Years ſince, made it his Buſi- 
neſs to repreſent Chriſtianity, and the _ 
Duties of it, as of ſuch an exa/ted Na- 
G2 ture, 
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„ 
tare, as might diſcourage the Generality 
of People from aiming at it, or thinking 
of it; in order to perſuade them to take 


the ſame ſree and unreſtrained Enjoyment 
of this World, that he himſelf was known 


to do. 'Whereas, nothing is more cer- 


tain, than that the Chriſtian Religion is 
calculated for common Lite, for Low as 
well as Hi gh, for Poor as well as Rich; 


and, that (as [ obſerved before) one great 
Part of the Exerciſe of Religion, is an 


honeſt and diligent Nilcharge of the Bu- 
ſineſs of our ſeveral Stations; out of a 


Senſe of Duty to God who has placed us 
in them, and in the Hope of a _— 


State of Happineſs which he has 
miſed as the Reward of our dutiful Co 
pliance with his Appointment, If it 


were otherwiſe, Chriſt would have intro- 
duced into the World a new Religion no 


Ways ſuited to the general Situation and 
Circumſtances of Mankind, and have re- 
quired ſuch a Courſe of Duty, as the 
greateſt Part of them are in no Conditi- 


on to une, 


em is a 0 Paſſage i in a 


late Journal, w hich ſeems to carry in it a 


kreat deal of that Kind of Diſcourage- 


ment ? 


| 
. 
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ment, which I have been ſpeaking of. 


Ft is, Word for Word, as follows: 


I write this, to ſhew how far a Man Journ. III. 
c« may go, and yet know nothing of Je- P. S., 82 
« ſus Chriſt. Behold here was one * who 


« conſtantly attended on the Means of 
« Grace, exact in his Morals, humane and 
*£ courteous in his Converſation, who 
gave much in Alms, was frequent in 
private Duties; and yet, till about ſix 
„ Weeks ago, as deſtitute of any ſaving 


experimental Knowledge of Jeſus 
« Chriſt, as thoſe on whom his Name 


« was never called, and who ſtill fit in 
f Darknels and the Shadow of Death.” | 
How it could be, that a profeſſed 


_ Chriſtian who conſtantly attended 7he 


Means of Grace, and was frequent in 


private Duties, did, all that while, kyow 


nothing of Feſus Chriſt, is beyond my 


Comprchenſion. And I am as much at 
a Loſs to underſtand, what was thit./a- 
wing experimental Knowledge of Jeſs 


Chriſt, tor want of which he could only 
be reckoned among Heathens and Infi- 


dels. We ought alſo to have been ac- 
gquainted with the Circumſtances of the 
ſudden Illumination, by which that 
Knowledge is  lappoſed to bare been 


9 Mr. Seward. 
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conveyed; to enable us to judge to what 

Cauſe or Influence it ought to be aſcri- 

bed. There is no Doubt, but God, when 

he pleaſes, can work upon the Minds of 

Men by extraordinary Influences; but 

ſo long as there is no Teftimony of their 

being the Immediate Work of God, but 
the whole reſts, in this and other like 

Caſes, upon the Imagination and Perſua- 
ſion of the Perſon or Perſons concerned; 

Others who cannot ſee the Heart, nor 
the inward Operations upon it, "muſt | 
be excuſed, if they conſider it as Enthy- 
fiaſm and Delufion, till they ſee reaſonable 

Grounds for conſidering it in any other 
Light. ; 

Thie Caſe may ſeem to bow ſome Re- 
ſemblance to the Converſion of Cornelius 
as recorded in the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
but differs from it in three important 
Points; the firſt, that we are very cer- 
tain, becauſe the Scripture has expreſly 
told us, that the whole Affair of convey- 

ing the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt to 
Cornelius, was ordered and carried on, under 
the immediate Direfion and Guidance of 
God; the ſecond, that the Perſon whole 
Miniſtry God was pleaſed to make uſe 
of, was St. Peter, an Apoſtle of Chriſt, 
and whoſe divine Miſſion and Inſpiration 

8 were 


Ae x. 44. 
— xi. 155 
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were both unqueſtionable ; and the third, 
that the Conveyance of the Holy Ghoſt 

Was teſtified by an outward and ſenſible 

Evidence, namely, the Gift of Tongues. 


THtst are Things which I thought 
proper to be laid before you at this Time, 
as well in Diſcharge of my own Duty, as 
out of a hearty Concern for your Safety 
in the great Affair of your Souls. And 
as I doubt not but you will conſider them 
with all the Attention and Impartiality 
which Matters of that great Importance 
deſerve, fo I ſhall not fail to make it my 
earneſt Prayer to God, that he will be 
graciouſly pleas'd to preſerve you from 
all Error, and particularly, from the two 


dangerous Extremes, of Lukewarmneſ$ 


on one Hand, and Enthufa/m on the 
other. To his Bleſſing and Direction 1 
commend you, and remain 
Fulham, Tour Faithful Friend 
A 79. "and Paltor, 


Ed. London. 
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